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Background

MLIS from University of Illinois-Urbana/Champaign

8 years in libraries, including public, corporate, and 
archives

8 years teaching webinars and online classes in 
marketing, communications, and information access

3+ years teaching university-level LIS classes

PhD student University of Wisconsin-Madison

Community engagement 







EMBEDDED BUSINESS 
LIBRARIANSHIP FOR 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARIAN
(2016- ALA EDITIONS)



COMMUNITY HEALTH



ENTER 
REPRODUCTIVE 

HEALTH…



Sexual and reproductive health is an 
information access issue
◦ The 2020 interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights explicitly states that “The American Library Association 

stringently and unequivocally maintains that libraries and librarians have an obligation to resist efforts that 
systematically exclude materials dealing with any subject matter, including sex, gender identity, or sexual 
orientation.”

◦ Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 19 states that “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion 
and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers” 

◦ World Health Organization (WHO): Sexual health and well-being is dependent on “access to comprehensive, 
good-quality information about sex and sexuality.” WHO explains that sexual health is not only important for 
individual human dignity, but that it is important to the proper functioning of “the social and economic 
development of communities and countries” 



Let’s look at 
Wisconsin…

1849 pre-Civil War law on the books that makes performing an abortion a 
criminal act

Prior to the reversal of Roe v. Wade, state-mandated counseling sessions that add 
significant barriers to access

Telemedicine for abortion is illegal, although the Food and Drug Administration 
says that it is safe

Catholic hospitals run 1/3 of hospitals in Wisconsin- many do not disclose 
Religious Directives. Most of these are in rural and urban areas

Black maternal mortality is five times higher in Wisconsin than white maternal 
mortality. Black infants’ risk of death is double the state’s average 

Nearly 100 Crisis Pregnancy Centers in Wisconsin. CPCs in 14 states, including 
Wisconsin, collected more than $40 million tax payer dollars in 2018

CPCs promote abortion reversal pills which are not founded in science 

Only 17 states require that sex ed be medically accurate- Wisconsin is not one of 
them











WHAT CAN 
LIBRARIES 

DO?



Literature Review



Survey: 179 
respondents from 
public libraries in 
the United States

◦ Some of the comments 
◦ We live in an extremely conservative community. Sexual health is 

simply not discussed. The result is an antiquated mentality even 
within the library.

◦ Just never thought of it outside of sexual identity.

◦ concern about what kind of a reception it would get

◦ topics of interest not requested by our community

◦ Conservative town + "we've never done that" mentality of long time 
staffers.

◦ Fear of community and political backlash

◦ Our library director is concerned with the conservative nature of our 
community and state, that if we wee to do more than what we do, that 
we would loose funding.

◦ I hadn't though about doing it honestly. Our Teen librarian has made 
some changes but our community is still pretty conservative.



Services for 
Sexual and 

Reproductive 
Health 

Information for 
Public Libraries

ALA 2023

Collection development, programs, 
community partnerships

Best practices and background 
information

How can libraries fill the gaps? 



This is not just about abortion!

◦ Gender affirming surgery is now illegal in Florida under Medicaid

◦ “Don’t say ‘gay’” laws being pushed in 16 states

◦ Future of contraception 



Information 
access to SRH is 
a human right

Information- or lack thereof- is 
the focal point of how we 
construct our lives.

Public libraries have a duty to 
ensure information access for 
all, including sexual and 
reproductive health information 



Thank you! 
◦ www.barbaralvarez.com

◦ https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbaraalvarez/

http://www.barbaralvarez.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbaraalvarez/
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