
W LS 2025
Membership Meeting

Working Together Toward Great Things

Grab a coffee and get comfy
The meeting will start at 10:00 am CT



Sarah Miller
WiLS Board Chair and
Director of Member

Engagement, WiscNet

Welcome!



The WiLS Board

Mindy King
UW-Stevens Point

Kim Olson-Kopp
Viterbo University

Gary Flynn
Gateway Technical College

Steve Platteter
Prairie Lakes Library System

Kristina Gómez
Milwaukee Public Library

Tasha Saecker
Appleton Public Library

Micki Uppena
Mineral Point School District

Michelle Byholm
Chequamegon School District

Jennifer Follett
Madison Metropolitan School District

Adrienne Thunder
Ho-Chunk Nation Language Division

Frank Violette Foss
Milwaukee Art Museum

Andrew Prellwitz
Ripon College

Jennifer Gurske
Madison Trust for Historic Preservation 

Sarah Miller
WiscNet



Jennifer
Chamberlain
WiLS Executive Director

Hi!



Thank you, Steve



WiLS Staff

Jeff Brunner Laura Damon-Moore

Tom Klement

Jennifer Chamberlain Sara Gold

Rebecca Rosenstiel

Melody Clark Erin F.H. Hughes

Lisa Marten Nick Smith

Andi Coffin

Kim Kiesewetter Melissa McLimans Kristen Whitson



Today’s Presenters

Angela Meyers
Coordinator of Youth and

Inclusive Services
Bridges Library System

Kelly Nelson
Adult Services Manager
Pewaukee Public Library

Nick Demske
Executive Director

 Racine Public Library

Joana Jackson
Adult Services Librarian

Racine Public Library

Sarah Sugden
Director

Brown County Public Library



Angela Meyers
Coordinator of Youth and

Inclusive Services
Bridges Library System

Kelly Nelson
Adult Services Manager
Pewaukee Public Library



LIBRARY MEMORY
PROJECT



HELLO!

KELLY NELSON
Adult Services Librarian
Pewaukee Public Library
ANGELA MEYERS
Coordinator of Youth & Inclusive Services
Bridges Library System

Pictured: Kelly Nelson (upper left), Angela Meyers (lower right)



LIBRARY MEMORY
PROJECT
AN INITIATIVE OF
BRIDGES LIBRARY
SYSTEM



MEMORY CAFES

S O C I A L  G A T H E R I N G S

S A F E  &  W E L C O M I N G  S P A C E

S T R U C T U R E  &  S T I M U L A T I N G
A C T I V I T I E S



PARTNERS

MEMBER
LIBRARIES



PROGRAMS & SERVICES

Aquapaints, part of a Memory Care Kit
at the Oconomowoc Public Library

PROGRAMS

COLLECTIONS
Memory care kits

MEMORY SCREENINGS
1:1 memory screenings 

Workshop series
Programs
Support groups



PLANNING A MEMORY CAFE

THEME/TOPIC
a great jumping off point!

CHOOSE ACTIVITIES 
that are engaging and promote
social interaction

PASSIVE ACTIVITIES
& FIDGETS

ENLIST VOLUNTEERS 
to help with sign in, execution, and
refreshments

DON’T FORGET THE
REFRESHMENTS!



WHAT DOES A MEMORY CAFE LOOK LIKE?
SET UP
tables arranged for conversations, fidgets and
passive activities
WELCOME
greet attendees, get refreshments, ice breaker

CLOSING
song or poem

ACTIVITY
Time to engage!



ACTIVITIES

ART
Zentangle, painting

FOOD
taste testings, family recipes

GAMES
bingo, indoor yard games, trivia

MUSIC
drum circle, sing-a-long



BENEFITS

E N H A N C E D  M O O D

S O C I A L I Z A T I O N  &  R E D U C E D
F E E L I N G S  O F  I S O L A T I O N

A C C E S S  T O  V A L U A B L E
R E S O U R C E S  A N D  I N F O R M A T I O N



SMILES!



CONTACT US
Kelly Nelson
knelson@pewaukeelibrary.org
262-691-5670, ext. 923

Angela Meyers
ameyers@bridgeslibrarysystem.org
262-896-8245

www.librarymemoryproject.org

facebook.com/LibraryMemoryProject



THANK YOU!



Nick Demske
Executive Director

 Racine Public Library

Joana Jackson
Adult Services Librarian

Racine Public Library



Sarah Sugden
Director

Brown County Public Library























































Thank you to our
presenters!



WiLS Strategic Goals

Strengthening &
Building Community

Fueling
Innovation

Organizational Health
& Sustainability



It’s your turn!

Use the chat to share

What is something you’re
looking forward to in 2025?



Strategic Planning
Peer Network



Flattening the Curve
Mitigating Cultural Heritage Loss

in Wisconsin Native Nations



Culture Keepers Collective is a Native-led collective
administered by WiLS that serves the needs of
cultural workers to advance their communities' work
within tribal libraries, archives, and museums.

EDUCATING and helping
provide culturally relevant
programming and services
through training events,
resources, and
consultations

SUSTAINING the Mukurtu
Midwest Hub for
collaborative use and as a
portal for Wisconsin
Indigenous culture keepers
to share materials in
culturally appropriate ways

ADVOCATING on
contemporary issues
related to developing and
sustaining Indigenous
data sovereignty of
Wisconsin’s Native
Nations

COLLABORATING to
meet the unique needs of
the Native Nations digital
stewardship work with
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous institutions





Flattening the Curve
Mitigating Cultural Heritage Loss

in Wisconsin Native Nations



Continued Work
Toward Diversity,

Equity, and Inclusion



Connect with us

608-218-4480 wils.orginformation@wils.org wils.org/newsletters



BRINGING YOUR IDEAS TO LIFE

IDEAS
ACTION

to

FUND

April 1st-June 2nd   |   https://wils.org/fund



Thank you!


