
🌞Take It Outside! Creative Library Programming in Outdoor Spaces 🌞
 🥶Friday, January 23rd at 1:00 pm CT🥶
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Small Town
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What Sparked the Idea



Project Development



Project 

Development

Larry Forrest



The Final Pieces



Marketing



What 

Surprised 

Us



In Closing

Renee Reckner

reckner@somersetlibrary.org

www.somersetlibrary.org/history-tour/

http://www.somersetlibrary.org/history-tour/


Bethany Bulgrin, Stephanie Schulz
 and Jan Thompson 



at the L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library



a craft

a mocktail

adults 



repeat attendance

promotes makerspace 

featured craft

guided
(not direct instruction)

productive & structured 
(but casual)



vibe

crafting + socializing

adults only

mocktails & music

format

evenings

drop-in 
(flexibility)



space

flexibility
messy is okay!

larger attendance
underutilized areas

varied setup options



vibe

audience 

seating options
social

competes with other summer 
events 

(schedule accordingly!)

a chance to “get out”



budgeting

marketing
multiple appeal factors

budget-friendly 
supplies & drinks

sober event
giveaways



timing

setup

2 hour event
20-45 min craft

supplies distribution
‘traffic flow’

staffing
share prep, setup 
and event staffing





Steve Thiry





















Questions or Comments?



Thank you!
Please join us next month on Friday, February 27th at 10:00 am CT for 

the WiLS 2026 Member Meeting to hear how four libraries in Wisconsin 
are caring for their communities.

Register at https://bit.ly/wils-mm-2026 or
visit the WiLS website at https://wils.org.

https://bit.ly/wils-mm-2026
https://wils.org
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