
Featuring libraries working to care for their communities

The meeting will begin soon.
While you wait, we’d love to hear from you!

Please share in the chat ways your organization is showing care for your community
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Well, hi!
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Some housekeeping
Feel free to step away as you need to.

The meeting follow up will include contact info for panelsts for
questions you may have.

You can turn captions on by clicking the Show Captions button.

This meeting recording and slides will be shared with all registrants
via email and posted to WiLS’ website, and the recording will be
added to WiLS’ YouTube channel.



Helena Sumbulla, Student

Engagement Librarian

UW-Eau Claire McIntyre Library

Teresa Voss, Library Media Center

Director & District Librarian

Verona Area School District

Tricia Cox,

Assistant Director

Burlington Public Library

Lin Migiziikwe Gokee, Library Director

Kathy Barri, Library Assistant

Ginanda Gikendaasomin Tribal Library

Today‘s
Presenters



Ginanda Gikendaasomin
Red Cliff Tribal Library

Lin Migiziikwe Gokee, Library Director
Kathy Barri, Library Assistant



Red Cliff Tribal Library

(“we seek to learn”)
Gikendaasomin

Ginanda 



+

+

+

+

One of Wisconsin’s smallest Tribal Nations

Largest employer in Bayfield County

+Most Tribal citizens live off the reservation
On-reservation population: 1,353

Northern most Tribal Nation in Wisconsin

Gaa-Miskwaabikaang/Red Cliff



+

+

+

+Member, Northern Waters Library Network

Focused collection: primarily Indigenous North American 
authors with a special emphasis on Ojibwe-authored books
Programs include Agindaasodaa! (Let’s Read!) Book Club, a 
women’s hand drum group, Crafters’ Niche, author talks, and 
small business networking events.

+
+ Beforethat, in the former Head Startbuilding

Previously at the former Health Center/current Administration building
In our current location since 2021

(“we seek to learn”)Ginanda Gikendaasomin 
Red Cliff Tribal Library



















Burlington Public Library

Tricia Cox, Assistant Director



COMPASSION KIT 
SUCCESS GUIDE



HOW IT ALL 
STARTED

We started by putting 

together the little food 

pantry you see on the left.

We quickly realized we 

needed to make it bigger 

and did some collection 

shifting that allowed us to 

use a bigger shelf.



THE 
LIBRARY IS 
A PLACE OF 
SAFETY 
AND 
BELONGING

Vision
This project reflects the library’s 

commitment to meeting people where they 

are, offering immediate, practical support 

rooted in dignity and respect.

Mission

The vision for this project is a community 

where kindness is actionable and no one 

who walks through the library doors feels 

unseen, unsupported, or alone. 



WHAT ARE
COMPASSION 

KITS?

Compassion Kits are backpacks containing essential 

items to address immediate needs. Each kit includes 

hygiene products, basic supplies, resource guides, a 

laundry coupon, and a Casey’s gift card. BPL will help 

support individuals in our community experiencing 

homelessness by assembling and distributing these 

backpacks to those in need.





OUR IMPACT GOAL

Help 

people feel 

seen and 

respected

Offer 

immediate 

practical 

support

Meet people 

where they 

are without 

barriers



Initial 
Grant Awarded Kits Available

Submission

May 28, 2025 October 20, 2025 November 25, 2025

FROM 
GRANT 
TO 
ACTION

The WiLS Ideas to Action model 

allowed us to respond to a real, timely 

community need. Kits were available 

for those in need five weeks from grant 

award notification. 

TIMELINE



KIT 
COMPONENTS

Items were selected based 

on local needs.

Focus on comfort, dignity 

and usefullness.



BEYOND THE BACKPACK 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

This project worked because it wasn’t done alone. 



ASSEMBLY & 
COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

Many Hands, One Purpose

We had two community groups, 

and multiple individuals volunteer 

to help assemble the bags.

We chose the homeschool group to 

help us. We were able to use it as an 

educational and volunteer opportunity 

for them. 

They packed each bag with care 

and intention. 



REAL 
WORLD 
IMPACT

Immediate 
relief 

through 
essential 
supplies

Increased 
community 
awareness 

and 
empathy

Meaningful 
civic 

engagement 
by volunteers 

of all ages



BUDGET & 
GRATITUDE

Project Funding

WiLS Ideas to Action: $2,000

Scherrer Cares: $681.79

In-Kind: $200.00

Total: $2881.79



WHAT’S NEXT?
Compassion Kits are not just a 

program, but a model for how we 

can continue to respond to 

community needs with flexibility, 

partnership, and purpose.



Verona Area School District

Teresa Voss, Library Media Center Director & District
Librarian



Verona Area High School 



Scholars come from primarily 
2 communities: 

Verona & Fitchburg.

Wildcats . . .
1900 students
200 staff
50+ languages in the district

Library . . .
Full time librarian
2.5 assistants
Open entire day
Over 35,000 people used
library last year



Physical Space



Games & 
Puzzles



MakerSpace



Activities to Connect



Activities to Connect



UW-Eau Claire McIntyre Library

Helena Sumbulla, Student Engagement Librarian



MCINTYRE 

LIBRARY'S 

MAKERSPACE: 

BUILDING A 

COMMUNITY OF 

CARE

Helena Sumbulla (she/her)

Student Engagement 

Librarian



COLLEGE STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH BY THE 

NUMBERS

Source: American Council on Education, updated April 2025



STUDENT SENSE OF BELONGING

Find ways to acknowledge the 
real lives of your students and the 
barriers they might face when you 

develop policies (for example, 
students who are caretakers)

Revise “office hours” to “student 
hours/time” or “study hour” and 

make it clear they are for 
everyone. Consider different 

modes, hours, and locations to 
accommodate more students

Acknowledge the 
difficulty of your content and that 

students are not expected have 
prior knowledge to succeed 

Express that you believe in your 
students and their ability to meet 

your expectations

Share your own “humanizing 
stories” about failure. Help 

students understand that learning 
involves some failures

Provide active learning activities





WORKSHOPSMending/Repairs, Electronics/Arduino, Paper flowers



REPAIR FAIR
• 111 attendees

• High quality conversations

• Multiple stations

o Electronics repair

o Board game repair

o Mending/Patching

o Lamp rewiring

o Stuffed Animal Repair

o Community Craft Swap

o Kids' Table



CLASSES



THANKS FOR YOUR TIME!



Many Thank Yous
to All of Today’s
Presenters!



2025 Annual Report



from Dawn Haggerty, Gateway Technical College
Ginny & Tonic are both rescue pups! They are referred to as "the Twins" in
Dawn’s neighborhood. Both love cheese and napping. Ginny & Tonic

WiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!

Updates
from



Kim Kiesewetter

Ideas to
Action

from Rachel Fuller, Fond du Lac Public Library
Shadow: passionate about string cheese, ice cream, and snuggling 
Scout: passionate about telling her side of the story, investigating, and snuggles Scout & Shadow

WiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!



Sara Gold

Vendor Closures
& WiLS Support

from Rebecca Rosenstiel, WiLS
The OG Ruthette (left) has survived through four generations, six homes,
and a questionable-number of years of existing without any roots.

WiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!

The Ruthettes



from Beth Krebs-Smith, Edgerton Public Library
Bart (top) is a rescue who has earned his Canine Good Citizen title, but still needs an
emotional support person. Phoebe is a "pretty, pretty princess" who is in love with the
world and is certain the world loves her right back. Bart & Pheobe

Academic Library
Lunch & Learns

Andi Coffin

WiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!



VTO & Pro
Bono at WILS

Nick Smith

from Jen Chamberlain, WiLS
Bean loves cheese, broccoli stems, and frisbee.

BeanWiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!



wils.org/newslettersinformation@wils.org wils.org608-218-4480

Connect With Us

from Betsy Bleck, Brookfield Public Library
We say Nani was made with an extra cup of sugar, because she is the sweetest soul. One of Davie's quirks
is that the "ding" sounds on Wheel of Fortune bother her, so her family hasn't watched The Wheel in years. Nani & Davie Girl

WiLS Member Pet & Plant Parade!

THANK YOU!



We want to hear your thoughts about WiLS and our
services, both current and potential. Your feedback is

critical to our work and our success at serving our
community of libraries and cultural organizations. 

The survey will open in March 2026. Please take a few
minutes to respond.

You might even win coffee and donuts, hand-delivered by
WiLS’ Executive Director, Jen Chamberlain!

Credits: Presentation Template from SlidesCarnival

Thank
You!

WiLS 2026 Community Survey
Sending Soon!



Thank you and have a great weekend!

           2026
Member
Meeting

spring

soon!



fin
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